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Q1

Can Ottawa's summer heat cause cleaning product streaks on windows during
post-construction work?

Yes, Ottawa's intense summer heat absolutely causes streaking problems with window cleaning products

during post-construction work. When temperatures climb above 30 degrees Celsius — which happens regularly

from June through August in Ottawa — cleaning solutions evaporate too quickly on glass surfaces, leaving behind

mineral deposits, soap residue, and chemical streaks that are extremely difficult to remove.

The problem is particularly severe during post-construction cleaning because new windows often have construction

residue like paint overspray, adhesive tape marks, and concrete splatter that requires stronger cleaning solutions.

These products contain surfactants and solvents that become more concentrated as water evaporates rapidly in

Ottawa's summer heat. When the cleaning solution dries before you can properly squeegee or wipe the surface, it

leaves behind a film that actually makes windows look worse than before cleaning.

Timing and Temperature Solutions

Professional window cleaners in Ottawa schedule post-construction window work for early morning or late evening

during summer months, typically before 10 AM or after 6 PM when glass surfaces are cooler. Direct sunlight

heating glass to 40 degrees Celsius or higher makes streak-free cleaning nearly impossible. Working in shade

whenever possible is essential — even moving around the building to clean windows on the shaded side first can

make a significant difference.

The two-bucket method works best in Ottawa's summer conditions: one bucket with cleaning solution and another

with clean rinse water. This allows you to remove cleaning residue before it has time to dry and streak.

Professional-grade squeegees with sharp rubber blades are critical — dull blades leave streaks even in perfect

conditions, and the problem multiplies in hot weather.

Specialized summer cleaning products perform better in Ottawa's heat. Alcohol-based glass cleaners evaporate

more evenly than water-based solutions. Low-residue formulations designed for hot weather cleaning contain fewer

minerals and surfactants that cause streaking. Some contractors switch to pure water systems during summer —

deionized water leaves no mineral deposits as it evaporates, eliminating one major cause of streaking.

Post-construction window cleaning in Ottawa typically costs $200 to $1,500 depending on the number and size of

windows. Summer cleaning may take 20 to 30 percent longer due to the need for more careful timing and

technique. Many homeowners discover that windows they thought were clean still show streaks and residue once

they see them in different lighting conditions throughout the day.
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For DIY cleaning of just a few windows after minor renovation work, stick to early morning or evening hours and

work quickly in small sections. For full post-construction window cleaning after major renovations or new builds,

professional cleaners have the experience, equipment, and products to achieve streak-free results even in

challenging summer conditions. The Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com includes

cleaning contractors who specialize in post-construction window work and understand how to work effectively in

Ottawa's extreme seasonal temperatures.

Q2

How does Ottawa's April rain season impact scheduling exterior post-
construction work?

April's unpredictable weather patterns in Ottawa create significant scheduling challenges for exterior post-

construction cleaning, requiring flexible planning and weather-contingent approaches.

Ottawa's April weather is notoriously unstable, swinging between late winter conditions and early spring warmth,

often within the same week. Temperatures can range from below freezing overnight to 15 degrees Celsius during

the day, with frequent rain showers, occasional snow, and high humidity levels around 70 to 80 percent. This

variability makes April one of the most challenging months for scheduling exterior post-construction work in the

Ottawa region.

Pressure washing and exterior cleaning face the biggest challenges during April's rainy season. Pressure

washing requires at least 24 hours of dry weather before and after the work to ensure proper surface preparation

and drying. April's frequent rain showers mean contractors often have only 2 to 3 day windows between

precipitation events. Wet surfaces cannot be properly cleaned with pressure washing equipment, and cleaning wet

concrete, brick, or siding can drive moisture deeper into porous materials rather than removing construction residue

and grime.

Temperature fluctuations compound the scheduling difficulties. Pressure washing equipment performs poorly

when temperatures drop below 5 degrees Celsius, as cleaning solutions become less effective and water can

freeze on surfaces before proper rinsing. Many professional cleaning contractors in Ottawa will not schedule

exterior work if overnight temperatures are forecast below 3 degrees Celsius, even if daytime temperatures reach

acceptable levels.

The spring thaw effect creates unique challenges for post-construction cleaning in April. Construction debris, salt

residue, and mud that accumulated under snow during winter construction emerges as temperatures rise. This

debris is often saturated with meltwater and requires additional drying time before cleaning can begin. Leda clay
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soil, common throughout the Ottawa area, becomes particularly sticky and persistent when wet, making April

cleanup more labor-intensive than the same work performed in dry summer conditions.

Scheduling strategies that work best in Ottawa's April conditions include booking exterior cleaning work in 3 to 5

day blocks rather than single days, allowing contractors flexibility to work around weather. Many experienced

contractors maintain a 48-hour weather monitoring schedule and will reschedule work if precipitation is forecast

within 24 hours of the planned cleaning date. Interior post-construction cleaning can often proceed regardless of

weather, so smart scheduling prioritizes interior work during unstable April weather and saves exterior work for

confirmed dry periods.

Cost implications during April can include weather delay charges if contractors need to mobilize equipment

multiple times due to rain postponements. Some contractors build weather contingency time into April quotes,

which can add 10 to 15 percent to exterior cleaning costs compared to summer scheduling.

For homeowners planning post-construction cleaning in April, consider scheduling interior work first and maintaining

flexibility for exterior cleaning dates. The Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com

includes cleaning contractors experienced with Ottawa's challenging spring weather patterns who can provide

realistic scheduling expectations for your specific project.

Q3

Can I open windows for ventilation during post-construction cleaning in an
Ottawa winter?

Opening windows during winter post-construction cleaning in Ottawa is generally not recommended and

can actually make the cleaning process less effective. Ottawa's extreme winter temperatures, which regularly

drop to minus 30 degrees Celsius, create significant challenges for ventilation-based dust control during cleaning

work.

Winter Ventilation Challenges in Ottawa

The primary issue is that Ottawa's winter air is bone-dry, typically sitting at 15 to 20 percent humidity during heating

season. When you open windows, you're introducing even more dry air into the space, which makes fine

construction dust become more airborne and harder to settle. This ultra-dry air causes drywall dust, concrete

dust, and sawdust particles to remain suspended longer and spread more easily throughout the home. Instead of

clearing the air, open windows in winter often make dust problems worse by creating air currents that stir up

particles that were beginning to settle.
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The extreme cold also makes it impossible to maintain proper working conditions for cleaning crews. Professional

post-construction cleaning requires water-based cleaning solutions, steam cleaning, and wet mopping, all of which

become problematic when indoor temperatures drop significantly. Cleaning products can freeze, water-based

solutions lose effectiveness, and surfaces may not dry properly when exposed to frigid air. Additionally, the

shock of minus 30-degree air hitting heated interior surfaces can cause condensation problems and potentially

damage new finishes.

Professional cleaning contractors use air scrubbers and HEPA filtration systems specifically because they

provide controlled air cleaning without the temperature and humidity problems that come with opening

windows. A single commercial air scrubber can filter the air in a 500-square-foot space every 15 minutes, capturing

99.97 percent of particles down to 0.3 microns. This is far more effective than natural ventilation, especially in

winter conditions.

If you absolutely must provide some ventilation during winter cleaning, limit it to very brief periods when outdoor

temperatures are above minus 15 degrees Celsius, and only open windows on the leeward side of the house to

minimize cold air infiltration. The better approach is to rely on mechanical air filtration and plan your post-

construction cleaning for milder weather when possible. Many Ottawa homeowners schedule their final

cleaning for early spring when they can safely open windows for natural ventilation while still maintaining

reasonable indoor temperatures.

For professional post-construction cleaning that handles air quality safely in winter conditions, you can browse

experienced contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com.
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Q4

What seasonal allergens should Ottawa post-construction cleaners watch for
during spring cleanup?

Spring post-construction cleaning in Ottawa requires special attention to allergens because construction

dust combines with the city's intense spring pollen season to create a particularly challenging indoor air

quality situation. The timing of spring construction cleanup coincides with Ottawa's peak tree pollen season from

late April through early June, when maple, oak, birch, and poplar trees release massive amounts of airborne pollen

that infiltrates construction sites and mixes with fine construction dust.

Spring Allergen Challenges in Ottawa Construction Cleanup

Tree pollen is the dominant spring allergen concern during post-construction cleaning in Ottawa. Silver

maple pollen peaks in early April, followed by red maple, then oak and birch through May. These pollens are

microscopic - typically 15 to 50 microns - and easily become embedded in construction dust, drywall residue, and

sawdust. When construction sites have been open to outdoor air during spring work, pollen infiltrates every surface

and becomes trapped in the same locations as construction debris. Standard cleaning methods can actually make

the problem worse by stirring up this pollen-dust mixture and redistributing it throughout the home.

Mold spores present another significant challenge during Ottawa's spring thaw period. Construction

materials exposed to moisture during winter or early spring can develop mold growth, particularly on wood framing,

drywall, and insulation. Spring's fluctuating temperatures and humidity levels - Ottawa can swing from freezing

overnight to 20 degrees Celsius during the day - create ideal conditions for mold spore release. Post-construction

cleaning must address both visible mold growth and airborne spores that settle on surfaces throughout the building.

Ottawa's notorious Leda clay soil becomes a major allergen carrier during spring construction cleanup.

This fine, reddish-brown clay tracked into construction sites during muddy spring conditions contains organic matter

that can trigger allergic reactions. The clay particles are so fine they become airborne during cleaning and can

remain suspended for hours. Professional cleaners must use HEPA filtration and damp cleaning methods to

prevent clay dust from becoming a persistent indoor allergen source.

Effective spring post-construction cleaning requires specialized approaches to handle these combined

allergen sources. HEPA vacuums are absolutely essential - they capture particles down to 0.3 microns, which

includes most pollen and mold spores. Air scrubbers should run continuously during cleaning to capture airborne

allergens stirred up by the cleaning process. Damp cleaning methods work better than dry dusting because they

trap pollen and spores rather than redistributing them. All HVAC ducts and vents require professional cleaning

because spring allergens circulate through the system and recontaminate cleaned spaces.
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For homeowners sensitive to allergens, spring post-construction cleaning should include changing all HVAC

filters immediately after cleaning, sealing and disposing of all construction debris properly, and running air

purifiers for 48 to 72 hours after cleaning is complete. The combination of construction dust and spring

allergens makes this work particularly challenging for DIY efforts - professional cleaners have the equipment and

expertise to handle both contamination sources effectively.

When hiring professional help for spring post-construction cleaning, ensure they understand Ottawa's specific

allergen challenges and have experience with HEPA filtration systems. You can browse experienced cleaning

contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com to find professionals

familiar with seasonal allergen management during construction cleanup.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Construction Cleaning. It does not constitute

professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any post-

construction cleaning or renovation cleanup project. Information is current as of May 24, 2026 and may change. Visit

ottawaconstructioncleaning.com for the latest answers.
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