OTTAWA CONSTRUCTION CLEANING

Rough Clean

First-phase post-construction cleaning, large debris
removal, initial surface preparation, and clearing
work areas between construction stages.

5 Expert Answers from Clean 1Q

ottawaconstructioncleaning.com/construction-brain
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How much does arough clean cost for a renovation gut-out in a Centretown
rowhouse?

Rough cleaning for a Centretown rowhouse gut-out typically costs between $800 and $2,000, depending on
the size of the home and the extent of demolition debris. For a standard 1,200 to 1,800 square foot Centretown

rowhouse, expect to pay $1,200 to $1,600 for professional rough cleaning services.

Understanding Rough Clean Scope for Gut Renovations

Rough cleaning is the heavy-duty initial cleanup performed while construction trades are still finishing their work. In
a gut renovation, this involves removing all demolition debris including drywall chunks, old flooring remnants,
plaster pieces, broken tile, and construction packaging materials. The goal is to clear bulk debris and perform initial

dust collection so finishing trades can work efficiently, not to achieve a move-in ready condition.

For Centretown rowhouses built between 1875 and 1920, rough cleaning often involves additional considerations.
These heritage homes frequently contain lead paint debris and asbestos-containing materials that require
specialized disposal through Ottawa's Household Hazardous Waste depots rather than regular construction waste
disposal. Professional cleaning contractors should identify and separate these materials during rough cleaning,

which can add $300 to $800 to the base cost depending on the quantity involved.

Ottawa's extreme winter conditions significantly impact rough cleaning costs and methods. During heating season,
indoor humidity drops to 15-20 percent, making construction dust incredibly fine and airborne. HEPA vacuum
systems are essential even for rough cleaning because standard shop vacuums simply recirculate this fine
particulate throughout the home. Professional contractors use industrial HEPA units costing $800 to $2,500 each

specifically because Ottawa's dry winter air makes dust control so challenging.

The per-square-foot rate for rough cleaning in Ottawa runs $0.40 to $0.80 for residential gut renovations.
Centretown's narrow rowhouse layouts with steep staircases, small rooms, and limited access can push costs
toward the higher end of this range because debris removal requires more labor. Many Centretown homes also

have basement workshops or storage areas that accumulate significant debris during gut renovations.

Spring timing affects pricing significantly in Ottawa's construction market. Most gut renovations delayed by
winter weather rush to complete rough cleaning between April and June, creating concentrated demand that can
increase prices by 15-20 percent during peak season. Scheduling rough cleaning for late fall or early winter often

results in better pricing and contractor availability.

When hiring a professional for rough cleaning, ensure they handle construction waste disposal properly. All

debris must go to Trail Road Landfill or approved transfer stations - mixing construction waste with residential
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garbage violates City of Ottawa regulations. Professional contractors should include debris disposal in their quoted

price and provide documentation of proper disposal.

For a Centretown gut renovation, professional rough cleaning makes the most sense given the heritage
considerations, debris volume, and specialized disposal requirements. You can browse experienced cleaning
contractors through the Ottawa Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com using the construction

cleaning filter.

What is the cost of a rough clean for a new townhouse block in Kanata South?

Rough cleaning costs for a new townhouse block in Kanata South typically range from $2,500 to $12,000
depending on the number of units, square footage per unit, and level of construction debris remaining. For
a typical 4-unit townhouse block with units averaging 1,400 square feet each, expect to pay between $4,500 and

$8,000 for complete rough cleaning services.

Understanding Rough Cleaning Scope and Pricing

Rough cleaning is the initial heavy-duty cleanup performed while construction trades are finishing their work or
immediately after they complete. This service focuses on debris removal, bulk dust collection, sweeping, and
basic surface cleaning to prepare the space for final finishing touches. In Kanata South's newer developments,
townhouse blocks often feature open-concept layouts, multiple levels, and attached garages that all require

thorough rough cleaning.

Per-unit pricing for townhouse rough cleaning in Ottawa averages $600 to $1,500 per unit for standard 1,200 to
1,600 square foot layouts. Larger executive townhomes with 1,800 to 2,200 square feet can cost $800 to $2,000
per unit. The economies of scale for multi-unit cleaning typically reduce the per-unit cost by 15 to 25 percent

compared to cleaning individual homes separately.

Kanata South's clay-rich soil conditions create additional challenges during rough cleaning. The area's Leda
clay becomes extremely sticky when wet and tracks extensively throughout construction sites. This reddish-brown
clay dust bonds tenaciously to concrete floors, requiring specialized degreasers and scrubbing equipment to
remove completely. Winter construction in Kanata South compounds this issue because the clay freezes into hard

chunks that must be chipped away before proper cleaning can begin.

The rough cleaning process includes removing all construction debris such as drywall scraps, wood offcuts,

packaging materials, nails, screws, and protective films from windows and fixtures. Bulk dust removal using
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industrial HEPA vacuums addresses the fine particulate that settles on every surface during construction. Basic
floor sweeping and mopping removes tracked-in soil and prepares surfaces for final cleaning. Window cleaning at

this stage focuses on removing tape residue, paint spots, and construction film rather than achieving final clarity.

Timing is critical for rough cleaning in Ottawa's climate. Spring completion projects in Kanata South benefit
from April through June scheduling when humidity levels support effective wet cleaning methods. Summer rough
cleaning must account for rapid drying that can leave streaks on windows and floors if not managed properly.
Winter rough cleaning faces challenges from extremely dry indoor air that makes dust control more difficult and

longer drying times for wet cleaning methods.

Professional rough cleaning contractors should handle debris disposal according to Ottawa regulations.
Construction waste must go to Trail Road Landfill or approved transfer stations rather than regular garbage
collection. Hazardous materials require special disposal through Ottawa's Household Hazardous Waste program.

Factor an additional $300 to $800 per townhouse block for proper debris disposal.

For accurate pricing on your specific Kanata South townhouse project, obtain quotes from multiple cleaning
contractors who can assess the actual debris load, soil conditions, and access challenges on-site. The Ottawa
Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com lists experienced post-construction cleaning

contractors familiar with Kanata South developments and multi-unit projects.

How do rough clean crews manage sawdust and wood scraps on Ottawa
residential sites?

Rough cleaning crews in Ottawa handle sawdust and wood scraps through a systematic debris removal
process that accounts for our extreme climate conditions and strict waste disposal requirements. The
approach varies significantly between winter and summer construction, with winter jobs creating much finer, more

persistent sawdust due to Ottawa's bone-dry indoor air during heating season.

Professional Sawdust and Wood Scrap Management

HEPA vacuum systems are absolutely essential for proper sawdust removal in Ottawa homes. Standard shop
vacuums simply blow fine sawdust particles back into the air through their exhaust, spreading contamination
throughout the entire house. Professional rough cleaning crews use commercial HEPA vacuums that capture 99.97
percent of particles down to 0.3 microns. During Ottawa's winter construction season, when indoor humidity drops

to 15-20 percent, sawdust becomes incredibly fine and airborne. Crews run air scrubbers continuously during
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cleanup to capture suspended particles that can remain airborne for 48-72 hours after disturbance.

Wood scraps and larger debris get sorted on-site for proper disposal. All construction wood waste must go to
Trail Road Landfill on Moodie Drive or approved transfer stations - mixing it with regular household garbage
violates City of Ottawa waste regulations. Crews separate treated lumber, which requires special handling, from
untreated wood scraps. Painted wood debris may contain lead and needs careful assessment, especially in

heritage areas like Centretown or Sandy Hill where older renovation projects are common.

Spring cleanup presents unique challenges as frozen sawdust and debris trapped under snow emerges during
thaw. Ottawa's clay-rich Leda clay soil creates additional complications - it bonds with sawdust to form persistent,
reddish-brown dust that requires specialized cleaning products to fully remove. Professional crews know to address

this clay-sawdust combination with appropriate degreasers before it sets permanently into flooring and surfaces.

The cleaning sequence always proceeds top to bottom and back to front. Crews start with ceiling-mounted
fixtures and beams where sawdust accumulates, then work down walls and surfaces, finishing with floors last.
HVAC vents get special attention because sawdust circulated through ductwork during construction will

contaminate the entire home every time the system runs.

Rough cleaning for sawdust and wood scrap removal typically costs $300-1,200 depending on the scope of
work and home size. A typical 1,500-square-foot renovation generates 2-4 cubic yards of wood waste and sawdust
requiring professional removal. Getting multiple quotes ensures you understand exactly what debris removal

services are included.

For comprehensive rough cleaning after your renovation, browse experienced contractors through the Ottawa
Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com, where you can review profiles and contact cleaning

professionals directly.
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How do | schedule rough cleaning around concrete pours on an Ottawa winter
build?

Scheduling rough cleaning around winter concrete pours in Ottawa requires careful coordination with your
concrete contractor and understanding how Ottawa's extreme cold affects both concrete curing and

cleaning operations.

Winter concrete work in Ottawa presents unique challenges that directly impact your cleaning schedule. When
temperatures drop below minus 10 degrees Celsius, concrete requires heated enclosures, insulated blankets, and
extended curing times that can stretch from the typical 24 to 48 hours up to 5 to 7 days. Your rough cleaning cannot
begin until the concrete has achieved sufficient strength and the protective heating systems are removed.
Attempting to clean around active concrete curing operations creates safety hazards and can contaminate the fresh

concrete with dust and debris.

The key is coordinating with your concrete contractor to understand their exact curing schedule. In Ottawa's winter
conditions, contractors typically use calcium chloride or other accelerating admixtures to help concrete cure in cold
weather, but these additives create their own timeline considerations. Never schedule rough cleaning within 72
hours of a winter concrete pour without explicit approval from your concrete contractor. The heated enclosures
and curing blankets must remain undisturbed, and the fine dust created during rough cleaning can settle on the

concrete surface and affect the final finish.

Ottawa's bone-dry winter air, which often drops to 15 to 20 percent humidity during heating season, means
construction dust becomes extremely fine and airborne. This creates additional challenges when cleaning around
fresh concrete. Standard practice is to complete rough cleaning of adjacent areas before the concrete pour, then

return for final cleaning of the concrete area itself once curing is complete and all protective equipment is removed.

Plan your rough cleaning in phases around concrete pours. Clean upper floors, walls, and ceiling areas while
concrete cures on lower levels. Focus on debris removal and bulk dust collection in areas that won't affect the
concrete work. Save floor cleaning and final dust control for after all concrete work is complete. Most Ottawa
contractors schedule concrete pours early in the week to allow for extended winter curing times, so plan your rough

cleaning for the following week.

For major projects with multiple concrete pours throughout winter, consider hiring a professional cleaning crew
experienced with Ottawa winter construction. They understand the coordination required and have the equipment to
work safely around curing concrete. You can browse experienced cleaning contractors through the Ottawa

Construction Network directory at justynrookcontracting.com using the construction cleaning filter.
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What safety hazards does poor rough cleaning create on Ottawa construction
sites?

Poor rough cleaning creates serious safety hazards that can lead to injuries, regulatory violations, and costly project
delays on Ottawa construction sites. Slip and fall accidents are the most immediate danger — construction
debris, sawdust, and loose materials scattered across floors create treacherous walking conditions, especially when
combined with Ottawa's tracked-in mud and salt during winter months. Workers carrying tools or materials have

limited visibility of their footing, making proper debris removal essential for basic site safety.

Airborne dust hazards become extreme during Ottawa's dry winter heating season when indoor humidity
drops to 15-20 percent. Poor rough cleaning allows fine drywall dust, concrete particles, and wood dust to remain
airborne for days, creating respiratory hazards for all workers on site. These particles are small enough to penetrate
deep into lung tissue and can trigger asthma attacks or respiratory distress. HEPA filtration during rough cleaning

isn't just about cleanliness — it's about worker health and WSIB compliance.

Fire hazards multiply when combustible debris accumulates around electrical work, welding operations, or
heat-generating tools. Sawdust, paper packaging, and wood scraps can ignite from sparks or overheated
equipment. Ottawa's extremely dry winter air makes these materials even more combustible than in humid
conditions. Poor rough cleaning that leaves flammable debris scattered creates dangerous conditions that violate

Ontario fire safety regulations.

Equipment Damage and Site Access Issues

Heavy machinery and tools suffer damage when operating in debris-filled environments. Concrete dust and
metal shavings can destroy expensive equipment motors, while loose nails and screws puncture pneumatic tires on
lifts and compressors. In Ottawa's temperature extremes, metal debris left on site can freeze to equipment or

become brittle and create sharp edges that damage hydraulic lines and electrical cables.

Poor site access delays all subsequent trades and creates cascade safety problems. When rough cleaning is
inadequate, electricians can't safely access panel boxes, plumbers can't reach pipe runs, and HVAC contractors
can't install ductwork without creating additional hazards. This forces trades to work around debris, leading to

awkward positioning, improper tool use, and increased injury risk.

Contaminated HVAC systems spread hazards throughout the building when rough cleaning fails to protect air
intakes and ductwork. Construction dust circulated through heating systems creates air quality problems for months
after construction completion. During Ottawa's long heating season, contaminated ducts can distribute fine particles

to every room, creating health hazards for future occupants and requiring expensive remediation.
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For major construction projects, hiring professional rough cleaning services with proper HEPA equipment and WSIB
coverage protects both worker safety and project timelines. The Ottawa Construction Network directory at
justynrookcontracting.com includes cleaning contractors experienced with construction site safety requirements and

Ontario workplace regulations.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Ottawa Construction Cleaning. It does not constitute
professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any post-
construction cleaning or renovation cleanup project. Information is current as of May 24, 2026 and may change. Visit
ottawaconstructioncleaning.com for the latest answers.
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